
From Place Cells to CognitionFrom Place Cells to Cognition
March 26th, 2026

Location: BSB 3.03.02 Loeffler Room
Time: 9:00a - 5:00p

Free and open to the Public

                            Spring  2026 Neuroscience Symposium                           

Sponsored by:
UTSA Brain

Health
Consortium

Francesco Savelli, PhD
Assistant Professor
University of Texas at San Antonio
Neuroscience, Developmental & Regenerative Biology Dept.
“Building a Place Code in the Hippocampus: Synaptic and Behavioral
Plasticity”

Albert Lee, PhD
Howard Hughes Medical Institute
Associate Professor
Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center / Harvard Medical School
"Volitional Activation of the Hippocampus for Recall and Planning"

Jill Leutgeb, PhD
Professor
University of California San Diego
School of Biological Sciences
“Hippocampal Network Computations for Mental Exploration and
Decision-Making during Working Memory”

Annabelle Singer, PhD
Associate Professor 
Georgia Institute of Technology and Emory University
Dept. of Biomedical Engineering
“Dynamic Worlds, Dynamic Circuits: Neural Computations for
Learning in Changing Environments"

Kamran Diba, PhD
Associate Professor
University of Michigan Medical School
Dept. of Anesthesiology
“Neural Refinement in the Quiet Brain: Hippocampal Retuning and
the Slowing of Theta Oscillations”



Prefrontal Cortical Functions
Beyond Fear

Prefrontal Cortical Functions
Beyond Fear

March 20th, 2025

Maria Diehl, PhD
Assistant Professor
Kansas State Univ.
Should I stay or should I go? Social context shapes prefrontal
circuits of avoidance

Laura DeNardo, PhD
Assistant Professor
Univ. of California Los Angeles  
Neural circuits underlying long-term memory across the lifespan

David Morilak, PhD
Professor 
UT Health San Antonio
The vmPFC in stress adaptation, stress pathology, and
therapeutic efficacy

Jason Keller, PhD
Research Scientist 
HHMI, Janelia Research Campus
Cortical control of innate behavior from subcortical
demonstration

Location: BSB 3.03.02 Loeffler Room
Time: 9:00a - 4:00p

Free and open to the Public

                            Spring  2025 Neuroscience Symposium                           

Sponsored by:
UTSA Brain

Health
Consortium

Anthony Burgos-Robles, PhD
Assistant Professor
Univ. of Texas at San Antonio
Prefrontal modulation of adaptive behavior during naturalistic
and social threat



Neurodevelopment and Beyond: 
The Role of Epigenetics

Neurodevelopment and Beyond: 
The Role of Epigenetics

April 25th, 2024

                                      2024 Neuroscience Symposium                               

Location: BSE 2.102 Multipurpose Room
Time: 9:30a - 4:30p

Free and open to the Public

Sponsored by:
UTSA Brain

Health
Consortium

Melanie Carless, PhD
Associate Professor
Univ. of Texas at San Antonio
Epigenetics Throughout the Lifespan: A Journey of Discovery and
Therapeutic Advances

Christine Ladd-Acosta, PhD
Associate Professor
Johns Hopkins University
Application of an Epigenomic Epidemiology Framework in Autism
and Neurodevelopmental Research

Hehuang ‘David’ Xie, PhD
Professor
Virginia-Maryland College of Veterinary Medicine 
Multiomics Analysis of Neuronal Specification and Activation

Alexey Soshnev, PhD
Assistant Professor 
Univ. of Texas at San Antonio
Chromatin Mechanisms of a Neurodevelopmental Disorder

Paulino Ramirez, PhD
Postdoctoral Fellow 
UT Health San Antonio
Resolving the Differential Methylation of Repetitive Sequences
in Human Alzheimer’s Disease



Fall 2024 UTSA Neuroscience Symposium 

Neuronal Circuits of the Basal 
Ganglia

Sponsored by The UTSA Brain Health Consortium

Joshua A Goldberg, PhD

D. James Surmeier, PhD 
Chair, Department of Neuroscience 

Nathan Smith Davis Professor of Neuroscience 

Gilad Silberberg, PhD 

Charles J. Wilson, PhD 
Ewing Halsell Chair 

NDRB 

Charles Gerfen, PhD 
Senior Investigator 

Zayd Khaliq, PhD 
Senior Investigator 

Cellular Neurophysiology Section 

Tianyi Mao, PhD 
Senior Scientist 

The Neostriatal Mosaic: The brain’s
difference engine 

Excitability and synaptic control of
substantia nigra dopaminergic neuron
subpopulations

Introduction and overview of the basal
ganglia

Striatal circuits underlying sensorimotor
functions

The evolution of striatal pathophysiology
in Parkinson’s disease

Thalamo-cortico-striatal circuits and their
modulation 

Nicotinic control of the striatal
microcircuitry and monoamine release by
cholinergic interneurons

Northwestern University

NIMH

NINDS

 Vollum Institute, OHSU

University of Texas San Antonio

 
Associate Professor

Department of Medical Neurobiology 
The Hebrew University 

Professor | Docent  
Department of Neuroscience 

Karolinska Institute

December 12 & 13
BSB 3.03.02 | UTSA 1604 Campus

9 am to 5 pm

Free & open to the public

Questions? Contact:
Gregory.Granados@utsa.edu

or

Charles.Wilson@utsa.edu



Free And Open To The Public

Time: 9:30a – 4:00p
Location: BSE 2.102 Multipurpose Room

Welcome to the 13th annual UTSA Neuroscience Symposium

2022 Neuroscience Symposium

October 20th, 2022

UTSA Brain Health Consortium
UTSA Neuroscience

Sponsored By:

Giorgia Quadrato, PhD
Assistant Professor
Keck School of Medicine of University of Southern California
Upgrading the physiological relevance of human brain organoids 

Assistant Professor
Emory University School of Medicine
Uncovering cellular and molecular mechanisms underlying human 
cortical development and disease using forebrain assembloids

Fikri Birey, PhD

Jenny Hsieh, PhD
Dept. Chair, Semmes Foundation Endowed Professor
University of Texas at San Antonio
Welcome and introduction to the Symposium

Associate Professor
Yale School of Medicine
Genetic engineering of brain organoids to incorporate the 
vessel and immune cells

In-Hyun Park, PhD

Vanesa Nieto-Estevez, PhD
Assistant Professor of Research
University of Texas at San Antonio
Modeling childhood epilepsies using human brain organoids







February 9, 2018 | 9a-5p 
BSE 2.102 | UTSA Main Campus
Free & open to the public

2018 Neuroscience Symposium
Astrocytes in Synaptic Control

Alfonso Araque
U Minnesota 

Alfonso Araque PhD
Robert & Elaine Larson 

Neuroscience Research Chair 
University of Minnesota

Circuit-specific synaptic regulation 
by astrocytes

Philip Haydon PhD
Annetta and Gustav Grisard 

Professor of Neuroscience
Tufts University

Sleep & wake coordinated by glia

Erik Herzog PhD
Professor of Biology 

Washington University St Louis 

Daily modulation of synapses & 
behavior: Roles for astrocytes

Carlos Paladini PhD
Professor of Biology

University of Texas San Antonio

Ventral Tegmental Area astrocytes 
orchestrate learned reward & aversion 

UTSA 
Neurosciences 
Institute

Philip Haydon
Tufts U 

Erik Herzog
Washington U

Carlos Paladini
UT San Antonio

Additional sponsorship provided by









2014 Neuroscience Symposium

Neuron Regeneration Oct 27-28, 2014

UTSA 
Neurosciences 
Institute

Sponsored by UTSA Neurosciences Institute & Cell & Molecular Biology 
Program. More info: http://neuroscience.utsa.edu/Symposium.html. 

October 27-28 2014
BSE 2.102  
1604 Campus UTSA
Parking available by arrangement.
See code at right for Preliminary 
schedule and driving directions.

Anthony 
Koleske
Professor 
Kavli Insittute 
Yale University

Bettina 
Winckler
Associate 
Professor 
University of 
Virginia

Jenny Hsieh
Associate 
Professor, UT 
Southwestern

Arnold 
Kriegstein
Director, Eli and 
Edythe Broad 
Center of 
Regeneration 
Medicine & Stem 
Cell Research
UCSF

Bruce Appel
Diane G Wallach 
Endowed Chair of 
Pediatric Stem 
Cell Biology

October 27 
Presented by the Neurosciences Institute

Arnold Kriegstein MD PhD
Genes expressed by human cortical radial glia help 
explain developmental and evolutionary cortical 
expansion 

Anthony Koleske PhD
Adhesive and cytoskeletal control of dendrite 
development and stability 

Bettina Winckler PhD
Doublecortin (DCX) binding to clathrin adaptors 
mediates endocytosis of adhesion receptor and is 
functionally implicated in DCX-dependent neuronal 
morphogenesis 

Jenny Hsieh PhD
The Yin and Yang of Adult Hippocampal Neurogenesis 

Annie Lin PhD
Epigenetic Regulations Underlying Cell Fate Transition 
in Adult Neurogenic Niches 

Philip 
Horner
Professor of 
Neurosurgery, UW 
Seattle 

Vance 
Lemmon 
Walter G. Ross 
Chair of 
Developmental 
Neuroscience
U of Miami 
Medical Center

Annie     
Lin
Assistant 
Professor,
UTSA

October 28 
Presented by Cell & Molecular Biology Program 

Bruce Appel PhD
MicroRNA Regulation of Neural Precursor Maintenance 
and Specification 

Phillip Horner PhD
Myelin plasticity after spinal cord injury: New targets to 
improve axonal conduction and function 

Vance Lemmon PhD
Functional Genomics and Spinal Cord Injury 

Additional October 
28th sponsors:

http://neuroscience.utsa.edu/Symposium.html
http://neuroscience.utsa.edu/Symposium.html
http://www.izhikevich.org/
http://www.izhikevich.org/
http://depts.washington.edu/amath/people/Eric.Shea-Brown/
http://depts.washington.edu/amath/people/Eric.Shea-Brown/
http://www.izhikevich.org/
http://www.izhikevich.org/


2013 Neuroscience Symposium

Avalanches, Pools & Pitfalls: 
Power Law Dynamics in the Brain

UTSA 
Neurosciences 
Institute

Sponsored jointly by The UTSA Neurosciences Institute and the NIH sponsored Specialized Neuroscience Research Program.
More info: http://neuroscience.utsa.edu/Symposium.html.

Featuring (in alphabetical order):
December 6, 2013
9a - 5p

BSB 3.03.02
1604 Campus 
UTSA

John Beggs
Associate Professor 
of Biophysics 
University of Indiana

Dietmar Plenz
Section Chief, 
Critical Brain 
Dynamics, National 
Institute of Mental 
Health, NIH

Fidel Santamaria
Associate Professor 
of Biology, 
University of Texas 
at San Antonio

Larry Abbott
William Bloor 
Professor, Co-Dir 
Ctr for Theoretical 
Neuroscience
Columbia University

Larry Abbott PhD
Multiple timescales in networks of spiking neurons

John Beggs PhD
The criticality hypothesis: How brains might 
optimize information processing

Dietmar Plenz PhD
Neuronal avalanches and coherence potentials: 
Critical brain dynamics

Fidel Santamaria PhD
The interactions that slow you down: Power law 
adaptation in single neurons

http://www.izhikevich.org/
http://www.izhikevich.org/
http://depts.washington.edu/amath/people/Eric.Shea-Brown/
http://depts.washington.edu/amath/people/Eric.Shea-Brown/
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